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10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 "Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest 

depths or in the highest heights." 12 But Ahaz said, "I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test." 13 

Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you 

try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with 

child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. (NIV) 

 

The Son is God’s Sign Language to Your Soul 

 

I.  People seek signs 

 

 Sign language is a very vivid way to speak.  It’s neat watching a person sign and being able to hear the 

words.  It helps to bring a word to life.  For instance, the sign for “dumb” is to hit yourself in the forehead.  

Kind of picturesque, don’t you think?  These signs are absolutely necessary if you want to speak with a deaf 

person.  It is the only way they have to “hear” what you are saying.   

 The first sin involved humanity not taking God at His Word; in what He said about eating from the Tree 

of Knowledge.  Ever since then, His Word has never been enough.  People are constantly seeking more from 

God; for signs from God.  Zechariah wouldn’t believe the word of the angel that his wife Elizabeth would have 

a child.  After Jesus had fed five thousand people with a few loaves of bread, they followed him across the lake 

and insinuated that He should give them food for the next forty years.  While Jesus was on trial, people hit him 

while blindfolded and demanded him to tell them who hit him.  They also challenged Jesus to come down from 

the cross; then they would believe in Him.  They were always demanding signs.  This same attitude is reflected 

in the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life,” as Jimmy Stewart prayed for one thing as a sign from God.  “Show me 

something!” is the cry of the human heart.   

 

II.  People ignore the signs they have 

 

The thing is, God provides plenty of signs.  Think of the rainbow; God’s sign that He will never again 

sent a world-wide flood.  Think of the majesty and order of the sun, moon and stars; all of these are signs of a 

Creator.  The problem is that we don’t see the signs that are already here.  Noah’s neighbors and generation 

missed the clear sign of the ark he was building and drowned in the process.  People today ignore the wars and 

rumors of wars, the earthquakes and the famines.  They say that these are all man-made disasters and that man 

needs to change his behavior if he wants to “save the earth,” instead of also seeing that they could be judgments 

that come from God that were predicted by Christ.   

 King Ahaz lived the same way.  Even though his grandfather and father followed the LORD and listened 

to Him, Ahaz did not.  He set up Baal worship in the temple; sacrificed his sons in the fire to Baal, and set up 

worship to false gods all throughout Jerusalem and Judah.  He didn’t just ignore God.  He completely tuned 

Him out and tried his best to listen to other gods.  The LORD allowed some pretty wicked things to happen to 

Judah as a result.   

The Arameans defeated him and took many of his people as prisoners and brought them to 

Damascus. He was also given into the hands of the king of Israel, who inflicted heavy casualties on 

him.  6 In one day Pekah killed a hundred and twenty thousand soldiers in Judah—because Judah 

had forsaken the LORD, the God of their fathers.  7 Zicri, an Ephraimite warrior, killed Maaseiah 

the king’s son, Azrikam the officer in charge of the palace, and Elkanah, second to the king.  8 The 

Israelites took captive from their kinsmen two hundred thousand wives, sons and daughters. They 

also took a great deal of plunder, which they carried back to Samaria. (2 Ch 28)  

Imagine that – if such a disaster hit America!  We thought three thousand on one day was a lot; imagine 

120,000 deaths and 200,000 captives!  The sad thing is that after all of these signs of judgment, Ahaz got worse!  

He figured that the gods of Aram must be tougher than the LORD, so he started worshiping their gods.  He 

completely missed every sign of judgment that was given to him by God.   

 It’s a sad thing to see people go through this; who just never get it.  The problem is obvious to everyone 



but that person.  A man will ruin his marriage and lose his job and lose contact with his children, all due to a 

certain sin of perhaps pornography or alcoholism; and all of the while; no matter what anyone says to him; he 

claims that it is everyone else’s fault.  He refuses to admit that he has a problem; ultimately he refuses to repent; 

so he suffers under the consequences of his own sin.  All of the while God allows and maybe even ordains his 

life to go badly so that He will repent!  But sometimes people just don’t get it.  

 

III.  The LORD sometimes sends sweeter signs 

 

 What a wonderful thing to see what God does next!  He sees how Ahaz doesn’t want to ask for help.  He 

sees how he is planning to ask Assyria for help against Israel and Aram. He knows how desperate Ahaz is.  But 

instead of just writing Ahaz off, he promises Ahaz deliverance from Israel and Aram!  He says,  

”‘It will not take place, it will not happen,  
8 
for the head of Aram is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is only Rezin.  

Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be too shattered to be a people.  
9 
The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is only Remaliah’s son.  

If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.’”  

I love that last verse.  He gives Ahaz a promise to believe in and promises to help Ahaz even after all Ahaz has 

done.  He shows Ahaz that He is a LORD of forgiveness and mercy in the hope that this will generate faith in 

Ahaz’ heart.  This shows us that God doesn’t only use bad things to bring people to repentance.  He also uses 

good things.  When someone finally seemingly “catches a break” they sometimes get enough of a breath to 

realize that the “break” wasn’t just a lucky occurrence.  God intervened.   

Yet even with this wonderful promise, he sees that Ahaz still doesn’t want to believe.  So he offers to do 

something for Ahaz that He knows all humans are always seeking for.  He offers Ahaz a sign.  These are the 

words of our text for today.  10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 "Ask the LORD your God for a sign, 

whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights." Imagine the limitless promise of those words!  

Ahaz could have asked for anything at all!  Ahaz’ own son Hezekiah was given a sign from God as he had the 

shadow go backwards ten steps.  How exactly did that happen?  Did God put the earth in reverse as it rotated 

around the sun?  However it was done, it was an awesome sign!  Think of how God opened up the earth to 

swallow Korah and his followers when they rebelled against Moses.  Ahaz could have asked for the enemy 

armies to be picked up by pigeons and dropped into the sea – anything at all!  God wanted to prove His power 

to Ahaz.  He wanted Ahaz, the king of the south to believe in Him.   

Isn’t this the message of Christmas?  God wants all people to believe in Him.  He drew wise men from 

the east; shepherds from the fields; the star in the sky is no respecter of persons; it beams to all under every 

circumstance.  It calls to all; Christ came for ALL; come and see!   

 

IV.  Many still refuse to see 

 
12 But Ahaz said, "I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test."  What?  Are you serious?  Note 

how Ahaz tried to almost be polite about it.  “I don’t want to bother the LORD.  I’m sure He’s busy.”  Here the 

LORD especially came to Ahaz and gave him a golden invite to ask for any sort of sign; and Ahaz denied it?  

What is this but hardened unbelief?  Even though the LORD offered him everything he needed free of charge, 

he didn’t want to believe in the LORD.  He already had his mind set up to ask for help from Assyria, and he 

wasn’t going to change his mind now just because the LORD wanted to come and help.   

It is this polite type of unbelief that we tend to have a hard time dealing with.  People like to be polite 

with God.  They think, “It’s nice to teach children bible stories.  They need to learn to be good little children.”  

They say, “I don’t have anything against church.  I just don’t feel the need to go.”  It sounds nice and polite, but 

it’s like saying to God, “no thanks.”  How different is it when you have a trial and God commands you to pray, 

but it’s the last thing you really do?  You complain and moan to management, you call your mom and cry, you 

go to the bar and have a six pack; and you might even offer God a quick prayer; but in your heart you really 

don’t expect him to do anything.  In your own version of “reality” all of that prayer stuff and “God is in charge” 

is nice Sunday School talk but it really doesn’t do any good.  What you are doing is being polite with God.  

You’re saying, “Thanks, but no thanks.  I’ll deal with this myself.”  You’re saying this to a God who promises 



you that He has the hairs of your head numbered and wants to take care of you.  

 

V.  God keeps signing the Son 

 

Even though Ahaz didn’t want a sign, God gave him one anyway.  It’s one of the most magnificent signs 

we could never imagine.  When God says, “pick one in the heights or the depths,” we think of looking up or 

down.  God did something better.  He gave a sign in the highest heights and the deepest depths at the same time 

and in the same place.  The Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give 

birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  God chose to take on flesh through the womb of a virgin.  They 

mystery of Christmas is in how God chose a lowly and unknown servant named Mary from a small community 

in Nazareth and chose her to be the vehicle through which He would enter this world.  In the eyes of the world 

Mary would look like the natural wife of Joseph.  But through the revelation of God He revealed that she was 

going to give birth to God’s Son without a sexual union.  What could be more miraculous than this?   The 

greatest and most powerful Being in the Universe who created everything and is in everything would contain 

Himself within the flesh of an infant?  In the conception and birth of Christ God brought the highest and put it 

into the lowest!  Hail in flesh the Godhead see!  Hail the incarnate Deity!  What could be a greater sign than 

this, but when that flesh then went on to DIE and rise from the dead for the sins of the world! 

Ahaz had already rejected the sign.  He had ignored the promise of deliverance.  He was going to ask 

Assyria for help no matter what the LORD had to say about it.  So I could only imagine the look on Ahaz’ face 

as this promise was being given.  Imagine a cow chewing cud and looking at a gate.  Or perhaps he was even a 

bit sarcastic about it thinking to himself, “Oh, that’s bloody well fantastic!  How about the cow jumping over 

the moon too?  What does that have to do with the price of tea in China?”  This is the response of so many who 

hear Christmas music in the shopping malls and drive past the nativity scenes.  They might sing in their minds, 

“This, this is Christ the king,” now where is aisle with onion rings?  The Words and signs of God made flesh are 

all around, and all they can think of Jesus is that He’s a cute little baby.  Christmas is a nice little holiday about 

babies and gifts.  They like baby Jesus because this God they can hold and cuddle.  He’s not intimidating and 

He doesn’t pose any threat to them.   

Herod, unbeliever that he was, at least understood the threat to his majesty that Jesus posed as he tried to 

kill Jesus.  This is God made flesh! Hail in flesh the Godhead see!  He has not come here to be patted on the 

head.  He took on flesh to die in that flesh as your Savior.  It means that we not only look at the Messiah as a 

nice little baby and the story of Christmas as a nice little symbol of peace and joy; but as the God made flesh to 

die for the sins of the world.  The next time Jesus comes it will not be in the crib but in the clouds; not of a 

virgin but for His bride; the Church; those who have been baptized and believe in Him as their Messiah.  

Wouldn’t it be more respectful of Him to at least take Him seriously in rebellion than to pat Him on the head 

like a mere baby?   

Ahaz tried to politely reject the Messiah in favor of sending for help from the Assyrians.  So the 

Assyrians ended up coming and wiping out the northern Kingdom of Israel, but they also decided to come 

further south and attack Judah as well!  Ahaz’ rejection of God’s free deliverance - his “solution” – it really 

didn’t help at all.  It only made matters much worse for Judah, all because he chose to reject the Word of the 

LORD and His sign.  This is true of any solution to sin that doesn’t involve Christ; new jobs, new marriages; 

drugs or even suicide; they all ultimately end in failure, death and hell.  Imagine the gnashing of teeth that Ahaz 

has in hell over those words that he once regarded as meaningless.  Those who have rejected His signs and 

ignored His word will not be able to order His death as Herod did or ignore His coming as they did His birth.  

They will all see clearly who this Jesus really is.   

There is nothing more that the LORD would like than for the world to see Jesus for who He is.  He 

wanted Ahaz to trust in Him; so He sent Ahaz trouble and He also gave Ahaz deliverance; He even gave him a 

sign of the Savior that he never wanted or asked for.  This is the beauty of Christmas.  It’s the most unexpected 

and beautiful gift we never would have expected or asked for; where heaven comes to earth and the highest 

becomes the lowest in the incarnation of the Christ; all for the salvation of our souls.  The Son is God’s sign 

language to your soul.  He is sung and seen throughout the world this Christmas, but how many see Him for 

who He truly is?  That is the saddest sight to see.  Amen.   


